Considering the Validity of a Performance Task
Scenario using G.R.A.S.P.S.

GOAL: The general learning goal (Stage 1) you need specific evidence for

The task below is meant to determine the extent to which students can identify and explain the
literary elements in selected readings which includes character, setting, plot, theme, and point of
view.

TASK: The proposed performance task (Stage 2)
I am proposing the following authentic task as a valid assessment of the Stage 1 goal, above:

Goal in the scenario: You will create a children’s book on the Srorybird website using
literary elements in a fiction story.

Role student will play: You are a children’s author of Kindergarten books. You will be
promoting the sales of your latest storybook at the local Barnes and Noble.

Audience: Kindergarten students and their parents

Sttuation: After reading your story, the Kindergarteners will decide if they want to
purchase your book to have in their home book collection.

Product/Performance: Students will pre/post assess their attitude towards the writing
process by completing a writing survey. Students will read picture books that illustrate well-
developed characters and identify the common elements within. Through peer collaboration, they
will create character traits, conflict and resolution, setting, and plot. On the Storybird website,
students will generate a 5-10 page fiction story, including character development, literary
elements with illustrations to support the plot.

Standards & Criteria for Success: Your Storybird book will include 1 or more character
development with a simple plot including conflict and resolution. Illustrations will relate to the
plot and setting. Correct grammar usage, mechanics, spelling, and capitalization. Graphic
organizers include: character map, plot template/sequence of important events, brainstorming
conflict. There will be a grading rubric to evaluate the Children’s Picture Storybook,

Self-assess this GRASPS idea using the 2-question validity test:
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How likely is it that students could do well at the task proposed in Stage 2 without meeting
the goal in Stage 17

How likely is it that a student could do poorly at the task in Stage 2 but for reasons that have
little to do with the goal in Stage 1 (and other things they say and do during the task makes
you think that they could achieve the goal in another task)? :

The more likely you think both are, the less likely it is that the link is valid.
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Writing Survey

MNomwe: Date:

1. I like to write. _ Yes No  Maybe
2. T like to publish my writing. Yes No  Maybe
3. My family likes fo read my stories/writing. Yes No Maybe

4. Kids in my class help me write. Yes No  Maybe

5. Do you consider yourself an author? Why? Why not?

6. What kind of writing do you like?

- letters poetry science fiction/fantasy/fairy tales science reports
—_ biography/autobiography realistic story history or social studies report
e mystery ___ plays :

7. How do you decide what you're going to write about?

8. The hardest thing about writing is....



Picture Book Review

After reading your picture book, you will critique the book using the
following checklist. Then you will share your review with the class.

1. Main Character-
The main character is clearly identified in the text, you understand his traits
and this matches the illustrations.

yes no not sure
2. Problem/Solution-
The main character has a problem. The problem is solved, and/or the story
teaches a lesson,

yes no not sure
3. Setting/Plot-
You understand the events in the story. They are in order and the text tells
you where and when these events take place.

yes ne not sure
4. lljustrations-
The pictures work with the text in the story. You can understand the story
better with the illustrations.

yes no not sure
5. Literary Devices-
The author used alliteration, repetition, ocnomatopoeia, simile, or
personification to help support the story.

yes no not sure

Based on your review, would you recommend this picture book to a friend?
Why! Why not?



Three Elements of Characterization

¢ Physical appearance
What does the character Eoo_k like?

e Actions, speech, and behavior
What does the character do? How does the character behave? What
does the character say?

¢ Interactions with others
How other characters in the story react to this character
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Other vocabulary terms useful in developing characters:
Protagonist- The main character in a story. The protagonist
experiences the conflict in the story. The protagonist does not have to
be “good.”

Antagonist- The cause of the conflict. The antagonist doesn’t have to
be a person.

PBialogue-The words a character uses in conversation and how they
are used gives the reader insight into the character

Stereotype- A character that is over simplified. Lacks originality or
individuality.
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Plot Pitch Template

Use the template below as a guide for organizing the text of your story.

This template is a suggestion of how the text of a 14-page children’s
picture storybook could be organized. It does not include the

illustrations.

¢ Boxes 1 and 8 are one-page spreads.
¢ Boxes 2 through 7 represent two-page spreads.

1 2 3 4

Introduce Introduce the Actions taken to | Actions taken to

characters. main conflict. deal with the deal with the

Establish the conflict. conflict.

setting. Resuiting Resulting
complications. complications.

5 6 7 8

Actions taken to | Climax. Examination of | Resolution.

deal with the Presentation of | the main ("Tuck in” the

conflict. the correct character’s main

Resulting action for feelings. character.)

complications. solving the

conflict.

Plot Pitch Peer Questions

Use the following questions to help develop feedback during the plot pitch
peer session activity.

1.

2.
3. Does the main character attempt at least three different actions in an
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Does the main character have one or more identifiable traits that
appeal to children?
Is the conflict something that a child will understand?

endeavor to solve the conflict?
Is the conflict resolved through the main character’s self-reliance?

. Overall, does the plot have “turnability” potential? Will the reader be

drawn in by the plot and want to turn each page to find out what
happens next?

. Will the reader care about what happens to the main character?

Where are the more exciting places?

Where are the places that need more “zip” added to them?
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Brainstorming the Conflict

1. What is the conflict? In one sentence, describe the conflict the main
character will face in your story.

2. How will it be dealt with? In the left column, list actions that the main
character will take to deal with the main conflict. In the right column, list
complications that would or could result from the action listed in the left
column.

Action Complication
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Your Rubric - Print View

Rubric Made Using:
RubiStar { hitp:/irubistar.dteachers.org }

Story Writing : Creating a Children’s Storybook Using website Storybird

Teacher Name: Ms. Zavar

Student Name:

CATEGORY

4

3,,

2

1

Characters

The main characlers
are named and
ciearly described in
texi as well as
pictures. Most
readers could
describe the
characters
accurately.

The main charactars
are named and
described. Most
readers would have
some idea of what
ihe characters
looked like,

The main characters
are named, The
reader knows very
little about the
characters.

It Is hard to el who
the main characters
are.

Problem/Conflict

it is very easy for the
reader (o
understand the
probiem the main
characters face and
why it is a problem.

it is fairly easy for
the reader to
understand the
probiem the main
characters face and
why it is & problem.

It is fairly easy for
the reader to
understand the
problem the main
characters face but
itis not clear why it
iz a problem.

It is not clear what
problem the main
characlers face.

Setting

Many vivid,
descriptive words
are used to teil when
and where the story
took place.

Some vivid,
descriptive words
are used to tell the
audience when and
where the siory took
place.

The reader can
figure out when and
where the story took
place, but the author
didn't supply much
detail.

The reader has
trouble figuring out
when and where the
story took place.

Hlustrations

Original flustrations
are detailed,
attractive, creative
and relale ¢ the text
on the page.

Criginal illustrations
are somewhat
detailed, attractive,
and relate to the text
on the page.

Criginal illusirations
relate to the text on
the page.

lllustrations are not
present OR they are
nof original.

Style

Consistently used
nouns and verbs,
literary devices as
well as a variety of
sentence iypes that
matched writing to
the audience,

Used a variety of
words and sentence
types and tried fo
match writing to the
audience.

Choice of words and

sentence types was
limited and writing
didn't really match
the audience.

Word choice was
very limited and the
sentences werg
simple.

Organization

The story is very
weil organized. One
idea or scene
follows another in a

logical sequence
with clear
transitions.

The story is pretly
welf organized. One
idea or scene may
seem out of place,

Clear transitions are
used.

The story is a little
hard to follow. The
transitions are
sometimes not

clear.

ideas and scenes
seem to be
randomly arranged.

Spelling and
Punctuation

Thera are no
speliing or
punctuation errors in
the final draft.
Character and place
names that the
author invented are
spelied consistently

throughout.

There is one
speliing or
punctuation esror in
the final draft.

There are 2-3
spelling and
punctuation errors in
the final drafi.

The final draft has
more than 3 speliing
and punctuation
errors.
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